God of Mystery, God of Joy,
we thank you for

your presence with us. For your light which
shines through the gloom and darkness of our world.

We thank you that nothing can separate us from
your love. You come to us with outstretched
arms no matter where we are and no matter
what our mood.

Slow our hurried pace and calm our minds

in this hectic season.

Help us to rejoice, for it is not always

easy. Somehow, because it is the season of joy,
happiness seems more distant. Be with us now
and help us to trust you; that whatever happens
you can turn it to right.

Above all the oppression and sadness of this
world, you, O Giver of Joy, reign eternal.

Amen.
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Zahida’s Joyful Return to Work

For Zahida, teaching her students to read and write is more than just a
job =it is her passion.

Zahida had been teaching high school in Afghanistan when her new
husband began to worry that his friends and relatives would think he
couldn’t provide for his family.

As a result, Zahida was forced to hand in her resignation. “I lost my
happiness and felt my life was ruined,” she recalls.

PWS&D's girls education project in Afghanistan aims to raise awareness
about the importance of education for all children, while also creating
opportunities for women and girls to explore their passions and find
happiness in careers outside of the home.

Community leaders, mobilized through the project, met with Zahida’s
husband to talk about the situation. He soon realized the important
contribution Zahida was making in building her community. Finally, she
was able to return to work. “Returning to school was a very happy day
for me. | am once again living my
dream,” she shares.

PWS&D programming is
combatting injustices and working
towards happiness and equal
opportunity for women and men.

This Advent season show your
support for protecting the rights
of women and girls in Afghanistan.
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