Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)

God stirs in the night and
brings about joy in the morning,
stirs in our hearts and brings hope for living,

stirs in our minds and brings wisdom.
God stirs in the world and puts on flesh
and comes as the Christ child,
so that we might have true, full, and everlasting life.
And so we come to sing praises with the angels
to bow with the shepherds
to kneel in wonder with the wise men
to adore with Joseph
to ponder God's mystery with Mary
We come this night, because God first came to us.
We love because God first loved us.
We serve, because God first served us.
We come praising the Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit,

one God, this day and always.
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HRSTPRESBYTERIABURCH “Be Still and Know that

| am God" (Ps. 46:10) ]
WedneSd_ay’ December 24, 20 Please take the time before Prayer Concerns:
11 pm- ChrBtma? Eve _ the service as an Marie Huffman (Roseview)
Communion Service opportunity to quietly .
prepare your heart and Bernice Johnston

Please stand at items marked * if you are able.
Passages iBold Printare to be spoken in Unison
Organ Prelude Hymn and Quiet Reflection

mind for worship.

Welcome & Announcements

Rev. Susan Mattinson
Organist Carol Wehrstedt Music Director Kendall House

WE GATHER I N GODdS PRESENCE
Call to Worship

*Hymn:  0Go, tell it on the mountain 6 #133

Lighting the Christ Candle  (see insert)

*Hymn: "Angels we have heard on high 0 #147
WE HEAR GOD'S WORD

Bible Readings:

Jeremiah 31: 7-14 P.734 O.T.
Psalm 68: 4-9 P.529 O.T.
John 1: 1-14 P.91&92 O.T.
* Hymn: 0Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 0 #122
Meditation : 0 A Strange Way to Save th
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION Upcoming Events at First
Invitation Sun, Dec. 28th - Worship Service -11am
*Hymn:  dTwas in the moon of wintertime 06 #144

Affirmation of Faith:
The light of the world has come! The Word is  made ARSTPRESBYTERIABMURCHMISSIONSTATEMENT
real and human in our midst. All things  are possible
with God. Our thanks and praise rise into the heavens.
Onthis day, ofalldays, we bel i eve that (
will never be defeated and that peace will come

Our Mission purpose is to put our faith into action through

mission education, community outreach, and personal anc
financial support both at home and abroad.

(cont'd on page 2)
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and be found among us. We believe that God

has entered human life. Our journeyingis for ever
accompanied by Jesus, who is the light of the

world, and is understood in kindness. This we
believe and from this we live.

REMEMBERING THE MEAL WITH JESUS

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And with you also.

Lift up your hear ts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and our greatest duty and joy, Almighty God,
Creator of heaven and earth, and so we praise you with

our hearts, souls, minds , and bodies. You created light out
of darkness, you formed us in your image and call us to
love and serve you. You set us in the world to love and to
serve you and to live in peace with one another and all

that you have made. When we turned from you, y ou did
not turn from us; when we were captives, you gave us a
word of liberation. You make covenants with us and when
we stray you send us prophets who speak of a more
excellent way.

And so, with the heavenly choirs of angels and archangels,
the prophets and disciples, the saints and with your people
from every time and place, we join the whole creation to
lift our hearts in joyful praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highes t.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

(cont'd on page 3)
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We praise you and give you thanks, holy God, for
sending your loving and beloved son into the world.
Born of Mary in a state of humility, he rules over all.
Thoug h he wandered for his life; we find rest in him.
Though helpless as an infant, he showed the power of
your love. Though poor, he brought us the great
treasure of grace. Though rejected by many, he
welcomes us regardless of who we have been or where
we a re now. Though dying on the cross, he gives new
life. And in rising from the grave, he promises to be with
us to the end of the age. And when he was gone from
us, you sent your Holy Spirit to keep us united in him and
one another. Remembering these thi  ngs, we gather
here at his invitation to break bread and share the cup
and to proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died.

Christ has risen

Christ will come again.

Almighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit, on us gathered
around this holy table, and on these gifts of bread and
wine, that they may be for us the body and the blood

of Christ, and that we, being nourished by them, may
be for the world the body of Christ, made new and
redeemed by his blood.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Chris t, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all glory are yours now and forever. Amen

Sharing the Meal

*Hymn:  "What child is this?" #161
Pastor al Prayer & Lordds Pra
*Hymn:  "Still, still, still" #152

Blessing



¥, The Christ Candle

Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson
Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development

L: God came into the world
so that none would live in darkness.

P: Glory to God in the highest!
L: The light shines in the darkness
P: and the darkness does not overcome it.

L: This is the good news for all people:
to us is born a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.

P: And things will never
be the same.

L: The world has been transformea.

P: It is made new with
hope, peace, joy and love.

(The candle is lit.)

L: Letus pray:

P: Source of light, shine in our lives
and in your world with your
transforming power.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord
we pray. Amen.
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