When our children
were much younger,

we all enjoyed listening to an action poem called
“Going on a Bear Hunt." Travellers conquered a
variety of obstacles until, “Oh oh...grass...long
wavy grass. Can't go over it, can't go under it,
can't go around it. Gotta go through it!"

| often think of this poem when reading likely
the most popular piece of literature known:
Psalm 23. It troubles me that the heart of the
psalm is framed with such comforting visuals:
green pastures and still waters on one side,

and sumptuous banquets with overflowing cups
on the other.

There in the middle is that walk through the dark,
shadow-filled valley of death. But, ironically,
that's life. Can't go around it, under it or over it...

Lectionary Readings: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

gotta go through it. By God's grace (staff, rod,
loving presence, resurrection power...) we can
go through it. That's life too. Thank God.

The Presbyterian
Church in Canada
www.presbyterian.ca/worship

The Rev. Bob Geddes is a retired minister living in @
Hamilton, ON.

110514 Christian Family Sunday




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sunday, May 11, 2014
Christian Family Sunday

Please stand at items marked * if you are able.
Passages in Bold Print are to be spoken in Unison
Organ Prelude — Hymn and Quiet Reflection

Welcome & Announcements

Rev. Susan Mattinson
Organist - Carol Wehrstedt Music Director- Kendall House

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
Introit

* Entry of the Bible
Call to Worship
*Hymn: “Can a little child like me” #441

Opening Prayer:
Loving God, you created us and you know us inside
and out. We confess what we are: we are not the
people we like others to think we are; we are afraid
to admit, even to ourselves, what lies in the depths
of our souls. But we do not want to hide our true
selves from you. We believe that you know us as
we are, and yet you love us. Help us not to shrink
from self-knowledge; teach us to respect ourselves
for your sake; give us the courage to put our trust in
your guiding power and enter into the freedom of
your forgiven people. In Christ's name we pray.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Special Music: "All that thrills my soul" by Lloyd Jones and
Congregation

Children's Time

WE HEAR GOD'S WORD

Hymn of Preparation
Open my eyes, that | may see glimpses of truth thou hast for
me. Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp
and set me free. Silently now | wait for thee, ready my God,
thy will to see: open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Bible Readings:

Hebrews 10: 19-25 P.224 & 225 N.T.

Psalm 51:7-12 P. 520 O.T.
Ephesians 3: 16-19 P. 193 N.T.
Gloria Patri: 594

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, amen.

Sermon: “Spring Cleaning”
*Hymn: “Happy the home when God is there” #703

WE RESPOND TO GOD

Tithes and Offerings

* Offertory Response 441
For the laughter, for the tear, for the love that meets us
here, for the lessons of our youth — honour, gratitude
and truth - for the great gift of your Son, for your work
in us begun: Saviour, we thank you, Spirit, we thank
you, Great God our Maker, we thank you.

Prayer of Dedication
Creator God, everything on earth is yours. We
have nothing that can make you richer, for it all
comes from you in the first place. But what we
have we bring—along with the acknowledgement
that we live thanks to you, and that without you
we have nothing and can do nothing. Bless all
that we can offer to your service. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer (debts ....debtors)

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*Hymn: “All the way my Saviour leads me” #699

Blessing

Response:
Praise the Lord from whom all blessings flow.
He has washed and made me white as snow.
I'm redeemed from all my sin and shame.
Now and forever, praise his holy name.
Praise his holy name. Praise his holy name.
To God be the glory now and forever.
Praise his holy name!



Spring Cleaning Checklist:
(Based on My Heart — Christ’s Home
by Robert Boyd Munger)

The Study — The Room of the Mind
To what are you are exposing your thoughts and imagination?

The Dining Room - The Room of Appetites and Desires
Whatd O | Tmerul Mb@ey? Status? Something else?

The Living Room - The Room of Keeping Company
Are you taking time to meet daily with Jesus?

The Workroom - The Room of Talents and Skills
What are you producing with your life for the kingdom of
God?

The Rec. Room - The Room of Friendships
Are you going out somewhere? Can Jesus come, too?

The Bedroom - The Room of Marriage
I OA Ui O OATUETC 11T *»AoOom? d
The Family Room - The Room of More People .
Is there room inyour housefori I OA T £ *RA OO0

The Kitchen - The Room of Serving
Are trying to do kitchen duty all by yourself?

The Hall Closet - The Room of Dead Things
Are there hidden things for Jesus to heal?

Transferring the Title:
Are you daily ensuring that the title deeds of ownership
of your life are held firmly in Jesus' hands?




Prayer Concerns:
Marie Huffman (Roseview)

THANK YOU

Thank you this week to:
Greeters: Betfty Irwin and Betty Irving

and her granddaughter, Bronwyn )
Lay Reader: Richard Noy

Fellowship Time: Gale & Don Munn and Marlene Mottys
Elevator Operator: Cameron Noy
Offering Counting: Terry & Margaret Stein

Douglas Anderson

Offering Collection: Russ Brown, Don Munn, Joyce Nystrom, Janet Taylor

Next week's (March 18th) Visiting: Deborah Broll

Worship leader: Anne MacDonald Next week'’s volunteers: May 18th
Greeters: Befty Irwin and Betty Irving
Lay Reader: Janef Racey

Congratulations to Lorne
Clifford for receiving a
Citizens of Thunder Bay

a""?‘fd- Specifically the Summer Newsletter Deadline Fellowship Time: WMS Anniversary coffee and cake
Spirit of T_hunder_Bay Please have submissions in to Elevator Operator: Doug Brown
award for improving and the office by this Wednesday, Offering Counting: Mickey Kennedy, Sandy Allan, Leila Pettigrew

enriching the community
of Thunder Bay.

Offering Collection: Russ Brown, Don Munn, Joyce Nystrom, Janet Taylor

May 21st. Email them to e
Visiting: Deborah Broll

first@tbaytel.net. Thank you.

] ] _ There will be a youth group meeting at 1st Pres. TODAY from
Pres-B-Camp 2014 is coming! Pres-B-Camp is a 6:30 until 8:30. All youth grades five and up are welcome. For
week-long overnight camp for those entering guestions please contact Will (newton9455@hotmail.com).

grade 3 to grade 8 in September. This year's camp
will be held July 18th-24th. If you, your children, or

Upcoming Events at First

anyone you know are interested regisiration forms are now

available in the church office. Early registration deadline is Mon., May 12th - * Cancelled * Cards afternoon
June 1st. We are also looking for volunteers for junior and senior Wed., May 14th - Session Meeting -7 pm
counsellors (especially men), cooks, a lifeguard, a nurse, and Thurs., May 15th - Bible Study 10 am
people to transport supplies to and from the camp. Volunteer - Choir Practice -7 pm

applications are also available. This year there will also be a .
PP Y Sun., May 18th - 100th Anniversary of WMS - noon

(cake & coffee after service)
Tues., May 20th - Mission Study -1:30 pm

Wed., May 21st - Board of Managers - 6:30 pm

weekend retreat for teens later on in the summer. Information on
the retreat will soon be available. If anyone has any questions
please contact Will Newton newton9455@hotmail.com) or Sarah

Campbell (sarahmcampbell@hotmail.com).

We are in need of 3 persons to operate the elevator on Sunday mornings . ] ]
(once every 8 weeks for 1/2 hour before service and 1/2 hour after If anyone is interested in planting
service). This is an equal opportunity job and women are most in the Church vegetable garden
welcome to apply. Training provided (about 15 minutes). Please lease contac  t Linda Rvdholm
contact Jim Sutton, Richard Noy or Doug Brown or leave name & P y
number with Laura in the office. at 577 -9260.
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