Picture Isaiah's images

of the desert transformed
— water gushes over burning sands, the wilderness
blooms profusely, and the arid, dry places are

covered with green abundance. The earth itself
rejoices!

Is it possible?

The unbelievable images continue — the lame will
leap, the blind will see, and those who cannot
speak will sing. A highway will appear and God's
people will walk safely with joy and gladness.

How can this be?

The prophet tells us, “Here is your God. He will
come and save you."

As we prepare for Jesus' arrival, we remember the
promise that our God is coming. We will be healed
and renewed. We will sing and dance with joy.

Amazing things happen when God is in our midst!
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HRSTPRESBYTERIABURCH WE RESPOND TO GOD

Tithes and Offerings
Sun%agSDegem?i:le%OJ'?’ * Offertory Response 145 (v.4)
rd sunday of Aaven What can | give him, poor as | am?
Please stand at items marked * if you are able. If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;

Passages iBold Printare to be spoken in Unison

: ) If I were a Wise Man, | woul m rt;
Organ Prelude Hymn and Quiet Reflection ere a Wise Man, ould do my part;

Yet what | ¢ an | give him ? give my heart.
Welcome & Announcements

Rev.Susan Mattinson Prayer of Dedication ‘
Organist Carol Wehrstedt  Music Director Kendall House Glorious God, you transform all things so that  the

~ darkness is pierced by light, the speechless sing,
WE GATHER 1N GOD6S PRESENCE the immobilized are set free. Thank you  for letting

Introit us contr ibute to your saving work through our gifts
* Entry of the Bible and offerings. Let us communicate your good news
joyfully. With gratitude, let us share the great gifts
that Christ brings. Let us worship God in the beauty

Call to Worship

* Hymn:  "Hark the glad sound" #118 of all holin ess. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ
Lighting the Candle of Joy  (see insert) Cameron M urray our Lord; amen.
Hymn of Preparation 119 (v. 3) Pastor al Prayer & Lordodés Prayer

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
Telling the world that the Saviour is born.

When God is a child there's joy in our song. * Hymn:  "People in darkness" #124
The last shall be first and the we ak shall be strong, Blessing
And none shall be afraid. Response: 619

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make his face shine upon you,
Exchanging the Peace of Christ And be gracious unto you;

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you his peace.

Assurance of Pardon

Choir Anthem: "Bethlehem Town"
"Telling the C.H.R.I.S.T.M.A.S. Story"- PART 1

Choir Anthem: "A Stable Lamp is Lighted "

** AFTER WORSHIP TODAY:

"Telling the C.H.R..S.T.M.A.S Story" - PART 2 Congregational Christmas Dinner* Please stay**
Choir Anthem: "Hurry Shepherds Run "

"Telling the C.H.R.I.S.T.M.A.S. Story"- PART 3 HRSTPRESBYTERIABHURCHVIISSIONSTATEMENT
Choir Anthem: "Come to Bethlehem " Our Mission purpose is to put our faith into action through

missioneducation, community outreach, and personal and
financial support both at home and abroad.




Prayer Concerns:

Marie Huffman (Roseview)
and her granddaughter, Bronwyn

Douglas Anderson

TODAY, the youth group will be having a Christmas party at
Lakeview Presbyterian Church from 6:30 until 8:30. All youth
grades five and up are welcome. For questions please contact
Will (newton9455@hotmail.com).

Share the Love - Provide the Warmth

The Craft and Conversation group is once again collecting
warm articles of clothing to provide to residents of Thunder Bay
that are in need. We will be collecting mittens, hats, scarves
and socks. These can either be homemade or purchased
items.

Thank you this week to_:
Greeters: Betty Irwin and Betty Irving
Fellowship Time: Congregational Dinner

THANK YOU

Elevator Operator: Terry Stein

Offering Counting: Kathleen and Cameron Noy

Offering Collection : Russ Brown, Don Munn, Joyce Nystrom, Janet Taylor
Phoning : Margaret Anderson

Next weekds :\Wecl22mit eer s

Greeters: Betty Irwin and Betty Irving

Lay Reader: Richard Noy

Fellowship Time:

Elevator Operator: Alan Irwin

Offering Counting: Ruth George, Betty Ann Burn, Beth Workman
Offering Collection: Russ Brown, Don Munn, Joyce Nystrom , Janet Taylor
Phoning : Margaret Anderson

the items collected will be forwarded to charitable

A collection box is available in the library area and
the deadline for donations is TODAY. After that,
organizations for their distribution. G

CHRISTMAS VISITORS

Werner and Kathleen Ott are excited
for the visit of their daughters
Erika and Megan from England.

Upcoming Events at First

Wed., Dec. 18th - Board of Managers - 6:30 pm
Thurs.,Dec . 19th - Choir Practice -7 pm
Tues., Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Family Service
-7 pm
- Christmas Eve. Communion
Service -11 pm

Gerry and Janet Racey are excit  ed to welcome home
Erin, Scott, Paige, and William Banton from Sault Ste Marie
lan and Robyn Racey from Hinton AB
Brian, Jen and Ethan Racey from Ottawa

Lorraine Jarvis was wonderfully surprised by a pre -
Christmas visit from British Columbia. Dr. Sandra  Jarvis
Selinger, husband Ed and daughter Maddie made a
surprise pre -Christmas visit to celebrate her mother's 80th
birthday on December 9 th.

Rev. Susan Mattinson was happy to have Colin from PEI for
a pre -Christmas visit last weekend.

The Minister and Secretary have noticed
several snow shovellers contributing to
keeping the church sidewalks clean since
the snow has started falling. Much
appreciation to all shovellers including
Colin who helped during his visit last
weekend.

Thank you so much to
everyone who donates to
the Food Bank.



mailto:newton9455@hotmail.com

IN MEMORIAMPOINSETTIAS

In Loving Memory Of:

Emile Chiasson

(parents) Gordon Ducharme
Bess & Bill Stein

BobJarvis(husband)
Alf and Olive Dunr{bed friends)

Bill Murray

Jim Grynol

Glen Snowdon

Mr. & Mrs. Emery Linkletter
Mr. Reg Love

Willa Jones (wife)

Peng Ling

Reg & Alyce Knott (parents)
Kurt Broll (husband)

Peter Broll (fatherin-law)

Rev. Robert Bisge (Father)

Christine and Duncan MacKenzie

Ruth Shaw (mothefin-law)
Syd & Peggy Smyth (parents)

Bob Grace

With Love From:

Margaret Anderson

Margaret & Terry Stein

Lorraine Jarvis

Nancy Murray & family
Margaret Grynol

Brenda Seabrook

Debbie and Roy Linkletter
Debbie and Roy Linkletter
Lloyd Jones & family
Lloyd Jones & family

Stephanie & Deborah Broll

Janet Racey

Karen, AlexGeoff MacKenzie
and families

Leslie Shaw

Myrna & Lynae Grace

Please take your poinsettias home on Christmas Eve.
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In this season of Advent, we celebrate God's joy.

Knowing that Christ is coming,
to bring healing and wholeness to the world,
is a source of genuine delight!

When we gather for worship it is a celebration,
an opportunity to rejoice in all that God is doing
among us and beyond us. |

Our lives are marked by laughter and friendship,
as we love our neighbours with wide smiles and open arms.

Even when we face difficulty and trouble
we sing a song of faith,

confident that Jesus is able

to redeem our suffering world.

Together, we are a sign of God's joy for the world.
(The candle is lit)
Let us pray:

God of transformation,

we rejoice that you lift up the lowly
and fill the hungry with good things.
We marvel at your power to

change hearts and lives.

Fill us with your Spirit this season

so that our voices declare

your goodness

and our lives proclaim your mercy

in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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